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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
1. Course unit title: FORENSIC PSYCHOLOGY AND FORENSIC PSYCHIATRY   
2. Course unit code: PSY 3181 
3. Type of course unit: elective 
4. Level of course unit: Master 
5. Year of study: first 
6. Semester: second  
7. Number of ECTS credits allocated: 1,5 
8. Name of lecturer(s): Assoc. Prof. Pavlina Petkova Damyanova, PhD, Assoc. Prof. Vladimir 
TodorovVelinov, PhD 
9. Learning outcomes of the course unit: The main objective of the course is the students to 
acquire basic knowledge about the principles of expert certification, the basic areas of expertise 
of human behavior, specialized test methodologies for psycho-diagnostic evaluation of cognitive 
processes, intellect and personality, the deontological rules and challenges in the expert’s work, 
the influence of psychopathology in motivation and the mechanisms of behavior of the 
individuals and the expert evaluation of this influence. The basic task of the training is 
developing a stable idea and understanding about the nature of the psychological and psychiatric 
forensic expertise, knowledge about the areas and ways of its usage, knowledge about the 
coordination and cooperation of the expert with the other participants in the legal procedures 
connected with the expertise, developing stable ethical principles.  
 10. Mode of delivery: face-to-face 
11. Prerequisites and co-requisites: The course is a specialized one and gives basic knowledge of 
psychological and psychopathological aspects of human behavior and the expert evaluation 
which are done for the purpose of the criminal civil process. The course is directly connected 
with basic disciplines on the curriculum of Psychopathology and Psychic Disorders, Approaches 
and Schools in Psychology, Psychodiagnostics. 
12. Course contents: It is important that the legal system uses expert psychologists with detailed 
knowledge understanding of the problems of personality formation and interconnections with the 
social environment. It is important for them to possess modern knowledge about the 
interconnections between psychic health and sickness, psychopathology of experiences and 
incriminated act. When solving expert questions the complex interrelations of the social 
environment, parental behavior and the way of life, personality genetic disposition of the 
individual and disorders in the development through the life cycles are discussed. The course 
presents cross points between psychology and psychiatry which directly correspond with the 
expert legal tasks. 
13. Recommended or required reading:  

BASIC: 
1. Величков, А., Методи за психодиагностика, 2005 
2. Крумова, А., Личността извън норма, София, “Образование”, 2004. 



3. Ломброзо, Ч., Престъпникът, криминална антропология, С., 1999 
4. Петкова, П., Н. Цонева, Психологичното изследване в психиатричната практика, в 
“Практическа психиатрия”, том І, Изд. “Ася-Росен Младенов”, 2009, 151 – 178 
5. Практическа психиатрия, том 2, Съдебна психиатрия - под ред. на П. Маринов и Вл. 
Велинов, изд. „Ася-Росен Младенов", С., 2009 
6.Станков, Б., Психология на престъплението, Албатрос, 2006 
ADDITIONAL: 
1. Маринов, П., Самоубийство, в Практическа психиатрия, Обща и специализирана 
психиатрия, том 1, С., 2006, 388-390 
2. Маринов, П., Петкова П., Цонева Н., Обща и специализирана психиатрия, в Практическа 
психиатрия, том 1, С., 2006, 324-341 
3. Маринов, П., Шизофрения, шизоафективни и налудни разстройства, Обща и 
специализирана психиатрия, в Практическа психиатрия,том 1, С., 2006, 210-265 
4. Петруня, О., Юридическая психология:Учебное пособие., М.: Изд. центр ЕАОИ, 2007.  
5. Попов, Х., Човешката агресия, С., НИ, 1999 
6. Радославова, М. и Величков, А. Сборник – „Методи за психодиагностика”, Паднора 
Прим,  2005 
7. Ръководство по съдебна психиатрия – под ред. на П. Дончев, С., Мед. и физк., 1987  
8. Стаменкова, Н., Психологически измервания, „Псидо”, Варна, 2005 
9. Стаменов, Й. и сътр, Съдебна психиатрия, НИ, 2000  
10. Велинов, Вл., Г. Кирилов, Методологични принципи при посмъртната психиатрична и 
психологична оценка на състоянието на индивида, под печат в „Рецептор”, издание на 
Колегиум „Частна психиатрия” http://www.privatepsychiatry.org/bg/ 
11. Медицинско право и деонтология – под ред. на П. Дончев, С., Мед. и физк, 1992 
12. Международна харта за правата на човека, София прес, 1989 
13. Станков, Б., Психология на престъплението, Албатрос, 2006 
14. Цеков, Ц., Съдебни експертизи. Правен режим и правна характеристика., С., 1998 г. 
15. Шипковенски, Н., Начала на хомицидологията, Соц. пробл., бр. 4, 1972, 50-60 
16. Шипковенски, Н., Проблематика на шизофренните и циклофренните умъртвявания, 
автореферат за придобиване на научна степен “доктор на медицинските науки”, С., 1969 

• http://members.optushome.com.au/dwillsh/ 
• http://dir.yahoo.com/Health/Medicine/Psychiatry/Forensic/ 
• http://www.forensic-psych.com/ 
• http://www.priory.com/forpsy.htm 
• http://www.emory.edu/AAPL/ 
• http://www.forensic-psych.com/articles/artEthics.php 
• http://www.psychdirect.com/forensic/forensic-intro.htm 
НОРМАТИВНИ АКТОВЕ: 

1.Граждански процесуален кодекс 
2.Закон за здравето 
3.Закон за съдебната власт 
4.Наказателен кодекс 
5.Наказателно процесуален кодекс 
6.Наредба № 2 от 26 октомври 2011 г. за условията и реда за извършване на 
съдебномедицинските, съдебнопсихиатричните и съдебнопсихологичните експертизи, 
включително и за заплащането на разходите на лечебните заведения (МП, МВР, МЗ) 
7.Наредба №1 от 16.01.2008 г. на ВСС  

http://www.privatepsychiatry.org/bg/
http://members.optushome.com.au/dwillsh/
http://dir.yahoo.com/Health/Medicine/Psychiatry/Forensic/
http://www.forensic-psych.com/
http://www.priory.com/forpsy.htm
http://www.emory.edu/AAPL/
http://www.forensic-psych.com/articles/artEthics.php
http://www.psychdirect.com/forensic/forensic-intro.htm


 
14. Planned learning activities and teaching methods: lectures and contact hours.  
15. Assessment methods: Continuous assessment from the student’s active involvement during 
the lectures and a discussion. Oral exam according to a synopsis. The final grade is an average 
between the continuous assessment and the oral exam. 
16. Language of instruction: Bulgarian 
17. Work placement(s): none 
 


